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HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET 

 
This booklet is intended to be your guide for planning your high school program.  It provides you with information 
regarding various requirements at Stafford High School, as well as brief descriptions of the courses available.  Each 
course listing includes the course level, credit value, and the academic, civic, and social expectations that the course 
addresses, as well as a course description with prerequisites for enrollment.  The S.H.S. expectations are indicated by 
a letter (A – Academic, C - Civic, and S – Social), and the relevant indicator number (See the Mission Statement on the 
following page).  

AS A PARENT, YOU SHOULD: 
 
1. Discuss course possibilities and future plans with your son or daughter. 
 
2. Check the list of courses tentatively selected by your son or daughter, his/her teachers, and counselors.  Read the 
course descriptions in the book and make sure all prerequisites have been met. 
 
3. Check your son or daughter’s latest report card and compare past achievement with the courses selected.  Do they 
seem appropriate? 
 
4. Look over the “Suggested Course of Study” printed in this book for ideas concerning electives and standard high 
school preparation for various career/college interests. 
 
5. Contact your student’s teachers or guidance counselor for additional help, if needed, regarding the specifics of 
your student’s program.  

AS A STUDENT, YOU SHOULD 
 
1. Read course descriptions carefully to assure that you have accurate information about the courses you are 
selecting. 
 
2. Discuss course choices with your present teachers to get their recommendations. 
 
3. Seek your parents’ advice before making final selections. 
 
4. Complete a course selection worksheet to develop an extensive academic plan.   

 
PLANNING YOUR PROGRAM 

Students graduating from Stafford High School tend to be either career or college bound.  In either case, students 
should choose their courses carefully to assure that they are enrolling in courses that are challenging and allow them 
to progress toward their personal goals and the attainment of the S.H.S. mission and expectations for students (see 
following page). 

CAREER BOUND STUDENTS 
Students who do not plan to pursue any schooling after high school are urged to look carefully into their selection of 
courses of study.  While in high school, they should develop useful skills, habits, and attitudes that will help them in 
the future.  

COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS 
For students who are considering college or any other post-high school education, specific course requirements are 
necessary.  Since college admission is on a selective basis, students must be certain to qualify in terms of quality and 
quantity.  They should successfully complete a minimum of 22 credits* with an emphasis on challenging courses in 
English, mathematics, social studies, world languages, and science.  Obviously, the more competitive the college, the 
more extensive the requirements.   
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*Please note: Due to changes in state regulations, the Class of 2018 will be required to complete a minimum of 25 
credits.   

STAFFORD HIGH SCHOOL 
Stafford High School’s mission is to develop 
Productive, Responsible, Independent learners 
Dedicated to Excellence or “PRIDE,” which forms the 
core around which all learning activities are developed 
and serves as a measurement of the success of our 
programs. The mission statement, with its academic, 
civic, and social expectations are our guiding principles 
in the development of S.H.S.’s policies and 
procedures. 
 

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS: 
The student completes ethical and quality work 
reflective of his or her ability and: 
A1. Demonstrates reflective critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills. 
A2. Integrates print sources with technology to 
acquire, organize, and present information. 
A3. Demonstrates proficiency in the CAPT curricula 
areas of math (1.1), reading (1.2), science (1.3), and 
writing (1.4). 
 

CIVIC EXPECTATIONS: 
The student: 
C1. Demonstrates ethical communication via visual, 
oral, and written work. 
C2. Contributes to Stafford High School and the 
community as responsible citizens. 
C3. Utilizes opportunities to be of service to others in 
and out of school. 
 

SOCIAL EXPECTATIONS: 
The student: 
S1. Respects varying opinions, diverse beliefs, and 
cultural differences. 
S2.  Resolves conflicts responsibly. 
S3. Expands individual interest and talents through 
participation in the Stafford High School community. 
S4. Commits to a healthy lifestyle. 
 

21st CENTURY SKILLS: 
1. Value and demonstrate personal responsibility, 
character, cultural understanding/global citizenship, 
and ethical behavior. 
2. Work independently and collaboratively to solve 
problems and accomplish goals. 
3. Use a variety of research tools/media to access, 
evaluate, and effectively apply information 
appropriate for authentic tasks, such as projects. 
4. Effectively apply the analysis, synthesis, and 
evaluative processes that enable productive problem 
solving. 

5. Communicate information clearly and effectively, 
using a variety of tools/media in varied contexts for a 
multiplicity of purposes. 
 
6. Demonstrate innovation, flexibility, and adaptability 
in thinking patterns and work habits. 
 

 The S.H.S. mission was developed over a 
significant period of time with input from the 
student body, the faculty and administration, 
members of the Stafford community, and the 
Stafford Board of Education.  All of these groups 
agree that S.H.S. offers students a rigorous 
curriculum that balances the traditional with the 
innovative.  All students are provided with 
opportunities to develop skills and talents in all 
aspects of the life of the high school.  

 Parents, students, teachers, and the community 
share responsibility for the educational process 
and serve as integral partners in attaining the 
S.H.S. mission. Parents, actively involved through 
parent support groups and various committees, 
are expected to encourage students in their quest 
for excellence.   

 Students are expected to set high personal goals 
and work towards the attainment of the 
academic, civic, and social expectations as they 
develop individual talents and abilities.  Teachers 
are expected to recognize the individuality of 
students and guide them in the attainment of our 
mission. The Stafford community provides 
financial, moral, and civic support to the high 
school and its student body, while serving as a 
vital and active partner in the support of 
education.  

 Student attainment of PRIDE is an on-going 
mission at Stafford High School.  Its attainment 
will support students as they become educated, 
contributing members of society and will sustain 
them as they work to attain their personal goals.  

 

THE REVIEW PROCESS FOR S.H.S.’S MISSION AND 
EXPECTATIONS 

A Mission and Expectation follow-up committee 
comprised of faculty members, administrators, 
parents, and students will facilitate: 
1. Periodic reviews that will be conducted by the high 
school staff, students, parent representatives, and the 
Stafford Board of Education.  
2. Suggested additions and modifications that will be 
reviewed by all constituency groups (students, 
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parents, administrators, teachers, community, and 
Board of Education members). 

3. Consensus generated around these additions and 
modifications and their adoption. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARENTS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS AND SHS!

JOIN PIE! 
Parents are usually involved in the school when a 
youngster is in elementary school; but when the high 
school years come, the parents may be a little harder 
to find.  We encourage you to continue to support 
your high school student and S.H.S. by becoming 
involved in PIE – PARTNERS IN EDUCATION.  This 
group of students, parents, and educators works 
cooperatively to enhance the educational 
opportunities available for students at S.H.S. Whether 
they are running a bake sale, sponsoring an ice cream 
social for honor roll students, or brainstorming 
cultural enrichment events, they are here for kids.  
Won’t you be, too?  Thank you.  

 
 

JOIN SAFE GRADUATION! 
This group of dedicated parents works to develop an 
all-night activity for members of the graduating class.  
From raising funds to holding this event to deciding 
the place and activities to be held, this group tries to 
make graduation night both memorable and safe.  
Students always comment on what a great night it is, 
and underclassmen look forward to their chance to 
experience this fun event.  Interested in helping out?  
Contact the main office to volunteer.  
 

JOIN THE ATHLETIC BOOSTERS!   
This active group of parents runs an annual golf 
tournament, a booth at the Speedway, a food booth 
at various athletic events, an annual dinner dance, and 
the 50/50 raffle at football games. Monies raised 
support the purchase of equipment for S.H.S. athletic 
teams, a donation to Safe Graduation, and 12 
scholarships to S.H.S. athletes. They meet monthly.  
Join them as they work to support SHS athletes.  

 

WHERE HAVE WE BEEN? 
WHAT HAVE WE DONE? 

MUSIC PRACTICED IS MEANT TO BE SHARED. THE S.H.S. MUSIC 

DEPARTMENT IS A SAFE PLACE FOR STUDENTS TO EXPRESS 

THEMSELVES; WE ENCOURAGE PARENTS TO SUPPORT THEM BY: 

JOINING THE MUSIC BOOSTERS 
 
Music Open House  Coffee House  
Football Game Halftimes Car Wash 
NCCC Music Festival  Madrigal Feaste  
Golden Age Club  Tour of Schools 
PIE Variety Show  Six Flags Trip 
Bottle/Can Drives  Big E Parade 
Sponsored Lock-In  Spring Sizzler  
Stafford Lion’s Club  Bake Sales 
N.H.S. Induction  District Concert 
Italian Ladies Auxiliary  UConn Band Day 
Spring Concert at S.E.S.  Tour of Schools 

 
Color Guard/Drum Major Camps 

Enfield Mall Performances 
Junior Women’s Club Concert/Avery Park 

New England Music Festival 
Eastern Regional Music Festival 

Homecoming Winter/Spring Pep Rallies 
Evergreen/Blair Manor Concerts 
Citizens’ Scholarship Reception 

School District Employee Reception 
Holiday Faculty Breakfast 

Memorial Day Cemeteries and Parade 
Music Banquet/Awards/Concert 

Baccalaureate Service 
Music Booster Scholarship Dinner 

Graduation Ceremony 
 

AS YOU CAN SEE, THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT IS VERY ACTIVE AT 

THE HIGH SCHOOL. SUPPORT S.H.S. AND STUDENTS BY JOINING 

THE MUSIC BOOSTERS!
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STAFFORD HIGH SCHOOL 
GROUPING POLICY 
ADOPTED: 1/16/09 

 
 
 

 

 To implement its mission effectively, Stafford High 

School utilizes flexible grouping. This grouping 

method provides support for each student as he or 

she strives to achieve the school’s mission and 

expectations for student learning. It is an effort to 

engage all students in inquiry, problem solving, and 

higher order thinking skills, and it encourages 

authentic application of knowledge and skills. This 

method of flexible grouping gives all students an 

equal opportunity to achieve the school’s 

expectations and to become involved as active 

learners completing work to the highest standard 

possible. 

 This method of grouping allows for personalization 

within groups and for differentiated instruction. 

Equity of curriculum and instruction provides all 

students with a core of knowledge, while the 

collaboration between students, parents, and 

educators allows for placement that encourages all 

students to strive for excellence. 

 S.H.S. has made a conscious decision not to track 

students. A student may be enrolled in an 

advanced math course, a general English course, 

and a heterogeneously grouped social studies 

course. With the exception of the honors program 

(where students are invited to participate based on 

past academic performance, standardized test 

results, and teacher recommendation), students 

may select courses based on having met 

prerequisites. Teachers make course 

recommendations for the edification of students 

and parents, but these recommendations are 

advisory in nature. All groups engage students in 

reflective and critical thinking, develop visual, oral, 

and written communication skills, and emphasize 

skills in research and technology. This method of 

grouping allows all students to become cooperative 

and independent learners by providing instruction 

that is challenging and engaging. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
 S.H.S. has a seven-period day, but does utilize a 

modified block schedule on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.  Some students may elect to take 
more than the required 5.5 credits of course work. 
These additional credits are an excellent 
opportunity for students to take advantage of the 
many elective offerings that the high school 
sponsors. Please note, if students find their 
academic load to be too heavy, the first week of 
the school year is the only time additional 
coursework can be dropped. 

 S.H.S. weighs courses in an effort to portray 
accurately individual course demands and to 
encourage students to enroll in courses that are 
intellectually challenging. Each course is weighted 
utilizing a five-point scale, with a weight of five 
being the most demanding. This weighting system 
is used in the compilation of the class rank and is 
indicated in the write-up for each course in this 
Program of Studies booklet. 

 The high school offers several opportunities that 
strive to support parents and help students be 
successful at the high school. We offer two evening 
programs (one Open House and two 
Parent/Teacher Conferences) for parents to meet 
with teachers, give students academic progress 
reports every two weeks, sponsor a number of 
clubs and activities that afford students and 
opportunity to bond with the high school and each 
other, and have numerous opportunities for 
students to become involved in athletics.  

 The high school is staffed by five student support 
specialists who work with both individuals and 
small groups of students. The services of these 
professionals may be accessed by the student 
directly or through phone or email contact by the 
parents. When concern warrants it, 
student/parent/teacher/counselor meetings may 
be scheduled through the counselor, and the 
guidance department facilitates a system of 
bimonthly online progress reports as well as a peer 
tutorial program for individuals with academic 
needs. 

 Students and parents are encouraged to bring 
health concerns to the attention of our full-time 
school nurse who is a source of both information 
and support. Additionally, social/emotional 
concerns can be addressed by the high school 
social worker, psychologist, or counselors. Working 
together, it is our goal to make our high school a 
welcoming and productive place where PRIDE is 
fostered. 
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STATE VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL or AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS 
 

In addition to Stafford High School, students living in Stafford have the option of attending a state vocational 
technical school or a vocational agricultural school. The technical schools for our district are Windham Regional 
Vocational Technical School in Willimantic, Howell Cheney Technical High School in Manchester and A. I. Prince 
Technical High School in Hartford. The emphasis is on vocational training in areas such as architectural drafting, auto 
body, automotive repair, carpentry, electrical, industrial electronics, machine drafting, machine tool, major appliance 
repair, culinary arts, and health programs. Students interested in agriculture may choose to attend Rockville 
Vocational Agricultural High School in Rockville. Its emphasis is on the vocational aspects of training in agriculture. In 
all the schools noted, applications should be filed directly to the school of choice. Usually, students must attend 
these schools for a minimum of three years. Further information about these schools may be obtained directly from 
the schools or from a S.H.S. counselor. 

MAGNET SCHOOLS  
Stafford High School students are eligible to participate in regional magnet school programs. Students interested in 
these programs enroll in both S.H.S. and the magnet school and attend each site for approximately 50% of each day. 
Currently, our students are enrolled in Great Path Academy in Manchester and Capitol Theater Arts Academy in 
Willimantic. Since students are enrolled in two schools at the same time, the school day for these students is longer 
than normal. For motivated students, these programs can be very exciting, but students need good time 
management skills and a high energy level to be successful. For more information, students may see a S.H.S. 
counselor or contact the magnet school directly. 
 

OPTIONS FOR POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 
FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE 
Students should pursue a traditional college preparatory program, which includes four years of college preparatory 
English and math, three years of social studies, foreign language, and lab science. 
 

TWO-YEAR JUNIOR COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
These colleges may offer either an associate degree or certificate programs. Admission requirements vary but, in 
general, are more lenient than at a four-year college. 
 

NURSING SCHOOLS 
Nursing programs usually require a college preparatory background with at least two years of college preparatory 
math and one year of both college biology and college chemistry. With competition as it is today, the more college 
preparatory work taken in high school, the better. Students are also advised that some nursing colleges may require 
physics. 
 

TWO-YEAR TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
Students are advised to take two or three years of both college preparatory math and science (including physics). 
Pre-tech programs are often available for students who have not completely fulfilled these requirements. 
 

SPECIALIZED SCHOOLS OF BUSINESS AND TRADE 
Students are usually expected to have earned a high school diploma to qualify for admission into business and trade 
schools. Students considering this option should check these schools carefully to see that they are licensed and 
provide programs as advertised. 
 

MILITARY SERVICE 
The military provides training for a wide variety of civilian jobs. High school background should be the same as for 
civilian jobs that require a high school diploma. Representatives from the military come to the high school 
periodically, and meetings with students and parents can be arranged by counselors.  
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ASNUNTUCK COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Asnuntuck Community College is a two-year college located in Enfield, CT.  Asnuntuck offers students programs that 
may be transferred into a four year college and programs that prepare students for employment upon completion of 
their program. Asnuntuck has two programs that S.H.S. students may take advantage of: 

 ASNUNTUCK HIGH SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 

This one semester program enables students to take college courses on the Asnuntuck Community College 
campus and receive college credit while still in high school. A variety of courses are offered. For each semester 
course passed, the student will receive college credit and a half (.5) credit may be awarded at the high school 
level. A total of no more than one credit can be used toward the S.H.S. graduation requirements and may not 
take the place of any required courses. Asnuntuck Community College will waive the cost of tuition and fees for 
program participants. Transportation, books, and supplies are the student’s responsibility. Eligible students may 
enroll in as many as one course per semester. These courses are offered after the completion of the high school 
day. This program is open to students in grades 11-12 who have received principal approval and who have a 
minimum grade point average of 80.  

 COLLEGE CAREERS PATHWAYS 

Juniors and seniors at S.H.S. may elect to become part of the College Careers Pathways program. Doing so will 
enable the student to earn Stafford High School credit and Asnuntuck Community College credit simultaneously. 
There is no cost involved. 

Presently, Asnuntuck recognizes that the curricula of our College Chemistry, Accounting I and Accounting II, 
Business Administration, CAD and Architectural Drawing, AP/ECE English 12, and **Algebra II courses are 
comparable to their CHE 101 Concepts of Chemistry, ACC 100 Basic Accounting, BBG Intro to Business, CAD M101 
Architectural Drawing, ENG 101 Composition, and Math 137 Intermediate Algebra.  Stafford High School students 
who take these courses and earn a minimum grade point average of 80 will be eligible to receive Asnuntuck 
Community College credit upon graduation, provided they have completed an application for both the college 
and the College Careers Pathways students prior to December 1st of their senior year.  These credits can then be 
transferred to other community colleges as well as four year colleges/universities who accept ACC credits for 
transfer. 

**Students must score CLM61 or better on the Accuplacer test or have a 550 or higher on the SAT (or ACT 
equivalent) math in order to receive MATH 137 credit from Asnuntuck Community College.  Students must also 
earn an 80 or better in their Algebra II class taught at the high school. 

UCONN EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE 

Each year, S.H.S. teachers invite students to participate in the UConn Early Campus Experience (ECE). Under this 
program, students are eligible to receive University of Connecticut credits for approved courses offered at Stafford 
High School. S.H.S. courses that are part of this program include: ECE English, AP/ECE Biology, French V, ECE Political 
Science, and ECE European History. 

If the students do not plan on attending UConn, they may apply to transfer the credits obtained through this program 
to other colleges. Each college determines whether or not it will accept the credits; but in general, colleges of a 
similar caliber as UConn will grant credit for courses taken as part of this program. Obtaining college credits while in 
high school allows students to meet their college graduation requirements in a timely manner, reduce the cost of 
their undergraduate education, and/or take additional courses. 

To participate in this program, students must complete an application and pay the UConn fee of $25 per credit.                                       
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HONORS COURSES 
 

Honors courses are advanced standing courses for the most able students, where achievement expectancy level is 
the highest. The courses offered on an honors level include: 
 
World Literature – Honors 10 
American Literature – Honors 11 
World Literature – Honors ECE 12 
Level 5 Geometry 
Level 5 Algebra II 
Math Analysis AP    

 Calculus AB 
 Level 5 Chemistry 
 AP Chemistry 
 AP Biology/UConn ECE 
 UConn ECE Political Science 
 AP Physics                

AP U.S. History 
ECE European History 
AP Music Theory   
UConn ECE French V   
UConn ECE Perspectives on  
   Latin America                              

 
 
The honors program has been developed in core subject areas for those students identified as above average 
achievers for whom a more rigorous program is appropriate and beneficial. Students are usually invited into these 
courses but may also apply to guidance for enrollment consideration in those courses in which they have academic 
strength. Honors courses stress the acquisition of knowledge and skills needed to be successful at the most 
demanding colleges and universities. Students are expected to apply their skills and knowledge in useful and creative 
ways. Additionally, the curriculum encourages experiences outside the regular classroom. Course requirements go 
beyond the usual age/grade expectations. 
 
Advanced placement/UConn ECE courses offer the opportunity for interested students to gain college-level learning 
experiences and college credits dependent upon class performance and/or test scores on the College Board AP 
exams in May. The tests are optional and the College Board charges a fee for testing services. The scores are 
forwarded to the college of the respective student’s choice for evaluation, and credits may be granted by the college. 
 
Enrollment in honors and advanced placement courses is based on standardized test results, past academic 
performance, and teacher recommendation. All students are encouraged to strive for enrollment in honors or 
advanced placement courses. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR ENROLLMENT  
in  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT/UCONN EARLY CAMPUS EXPERIENCE COURSES 
 

The ADVANCED PLACEMENT/UCONN EARLY CAMPUS EXPERIENCE PROGRAM is an opportunity for students to 
broaden their educational horizons. Through successful completion of high school and college course requirements, 
students may attain both high school and college credits for these courses. 
 
Minimal requirements for invitation into this challenging program include: 
 

 Grade in previous course – at least an 85 

 Rank – top 1/3 of the class 

 Recommendation – Teachers who have previously taught the student in a similar course 

 CAPT – Score of at least a 4 in the applicable area 

 SAT (PSAT) – at least a 500 (50) in the applicable area, if available 
 

Initially, teacher recommendation for enrollment in these programs is based on the student’s previous academic 
performance, class rank, test scores, and interest. A motivated student, not initially invited to participate, may seek 
admission through an application process in which the student shares his/her rational for inclusion. 
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Academics 
 

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 
 
 

Students must earn 22 credits to graduate and must have met the following course requirements:
  English – 4 credits 
  Math – 3 credits 
  Science – 3 credits 
  Social Studies* – 3 credits 

 Physical Education – 1 credit 
 Art or Technology Education – 1 credit 
 Applied Computer Technology** - .5 credits 
 Health - .5 credits 

                    Electives*** - 6 credits 
* The requirements for the 3 social studies credits are 1 credit for World Cultures, 1.5 credits for United States History, and .5 
credits for Government. 
** The courses that satisfy the Applied Computer Technology requirement are Technology In Action, Graphic Design, CAD, 
Architectural Drawing, and Computer Programming. 
*** Students in the Class of 2018 will need to complete an additional 2 elective credits in order to graduate. 

 

ADD/DROP POLICY 
Students may request schedule changes with administrative permission until September 6, 2013.  Schedule changes 
will only be considered after this date for extreme extenuating circumstances and must have the approval of the 
principal. 
 

PROMOTION POLICY 
 
In order to be considered a member of a particular grade level, students must have earned the following number of 
credits: 
 
      Grade 10 – 4.5 credits 
      Grade 11 – 10 credits 
      Grade 12 – 15 credits 
      Graduation – 22 credits 
 

 
 

MINIMUM CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 
 
All students are required to take a minimum of 5.5 credits.  Students choosing to carry more than the required credit 
load should do so with careful consideration.  A student carrying over 6.5 credits may, with the permission of the 
principal, drop a course within the first week of school in an elective area if his/her course load proves to be too 
demanding. 
 

CROSS CREDITS 
 
The term “cross credit” refers to granting credit in one department for courses offered by another department.  For 
example, some business courses receive social studies credit.  Under each department, cross credit courses have 
been listed to assist you in planning your program. 
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INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 
An independent study is designed to allow students an opportunity to pursue study in enrichment areas 
independently, while under the supervision of a faculty member.  It is taken in addition to the normal 5.5 credits per 
semester, and students must spend the equivalent of five periods per week in the independent study.  Students 
should be aware that the independent study is not allowed as part of the 22 credits required for graduation.  Total 
course load, including independent study, may not exceed seven credits for the year.  Students interested in 
obtaining an independent study should contact their guidance counselor for more information.  Open to students in 
grades 9-12.  Prerequisites: vary – see your guidance counselor.  Grades for independent study courses are not 
included in determining class rank.  Expectations addressed: A 1, 2; C 1, 2, 4; S 1, 2, 4 
 

 
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

 
Membership in the National Honor Society is based equally on service to school and community; leadership within 
classes and activities; a pleasant, helpful, and ethical character; and a high level of scholarship.  Induction into this 
prestigious group occurs during junior and senior year.  Students who desire to be considered for membership should 
work diligently during all their years at the high school to maintain high levels of performance.   NHS is an 
organization that recognizes juniors and seniors that excel in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service and 
character. Students are nominated for NHS based on the criterion of scholarship (cumulative weighted  GPA of 88 or 
above).  Students fill out an application pertaining to leadership (team captain, drama choreographer, class or club 
officers, section leaders, etc.) and service (participation in athletics, clubs, musical groups, etc.) Teachers provide 
input in for the criteria of leadership and character to a Faculty Council.   The Faculty Council will review student 
applications and select the students for the Stafford Chapter of NHS. 

 
 
 

CLASS RANK AND WEIGHTING OF GRADES 
 
Class rank is an important consideration in the admission policies of most colleges and universities.  All students are 
ranked bi-annually (at the end of each semester) using a weighted system.  A special third marking period class rank 
is calculated for seniors.  All courses are assigned to one of five levels, with the fifth level being considered the most 
difficult.  Each level is assigned a quality point multiplier based upon academic difficulty.  A student’s grade will be 
multiplied by an assigned point multiplier and then averaged to determine class rank: 
 
    Resource = 0.95    Level  3 (General) = 1.00     Level  4 (College Prep) = 1.05       Level  5 (Honors/AP/ECE) = 1.10 
 
Note: Physical education grades are included when computing grade point averages (GPA) for class rank, while 
student aide and independent study grades are not included. 
 

 
 

CONNECTICUT ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TEST (CAPT) 
 
Stafford High School graduates are required to meet the Stafford Public Schools CAPT performance standards (Board 
of Education Policy #6000).  To receive a diploma, all students must achieve the proficiency level in all areas tested.  
Failure to do this on the test administered during the sophomore year will require that the student retake the 
pertinent CAPT section(s) during his/her junior year.  Continued failure in any area of the test will require that, during 
second semester of senior year, the students enroll in a project-based CAPT activity that must be passed in order to 
qualify for a diploma. 
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SUMMER SCHOOL 
 
Students may attend summer school to attempt to secure credit in courses they have failed, provided they have 
maintained a 50 course average or have obtained a 50 on the final exam.   
 
 

 
SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST (SAT) 

 
Students and parents should be aware that many colleges require Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SAT I and/or SAT II) for 
admission.  The SATs are a measure of a students’ potential for success in college.  The test is comprised of 
mathematics, English, and writing sections.  Students taking college English and college mathematics courses 
(Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, Math Analysis, and Calculus) are best prepared to perform well on 
these tests. 
 
The SATs are offered monthly from October through June, with registration deadlines one month prior to testing.  
Students may register online by going to http://www.collegeboard.com.  Hard copies of registration materials are 
available in the guidance office. 
 

 
 

LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 

Mission 

The library media center’s mission statement is taken directly from Information Power: Guidelines for School Library 
Media Programs. 

The mission of the school library media program is to ensure that students are effective users 
of ideas and information. This mission is accomplished by providing intellectual and physical 
access to materials in all formats, by providing instruction to foster competence and 
stimulate interest in reading, viewing, and using information and ideas, and by working with 
other educators to design learning strategies to meet the needs of the individual students. 1 

 

Hours  

The library media center is open daily before, during, and after school to afford our students optimal access to the 
media specialist and materials.  

Monday-Thursday .................................................................  7:00 a.m. -  3:00 p.m.  

Friday………………………………………………………………………………… 7:00 a.m. -  2:35 p.m.  

 

Resources 

The students have access to the Internet and other school resources from 12 computer terminals. Students are 
expected to comply with the rules set forth in the Acceptable Use Policy while using the Internet and server.  

Many library services are available online. The catalog is on the library webpage and can be accessed from school or 
home. A number of databases and web resources provided by the State of Connecticut and Stafford Public Schools 
are also available on the webpage.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
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Fines and Fees 

Copies when with a class ................................................................................... free 

Copies when not with a class ............................................................  $.10 per page 

Damaged books .............................................................................................  $5.00 

Destroyed books ......................................................................... Replacement Cost 

Overdue Materials ............................................................................... $.05 per day 

 

Fine maximum per material is $2.00. Fines are not forgiven. All proceeds collected are used to buy replacement 
library materials. 

1  American Association of School Librarians. Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs. Chicago: 
American Library Assoc., 1988. Print. 

 

 
STUDENT AIDES 

 
Students may apply through guidance to serve as aides within various departments.  Each of these positions requires 
a student who is hardworking, competent, and capable of assuming responsibility with independence.  Duties vary 
from department to department, but generally include lab, clerical, and equipment support.  Open to students in 
grades 10-12, with permission of the instructor.  Expectations addressed: A 1, 2; C 1, 2, 4; S 1, 2, 4 
 

 
SUGGESTED COURSES OF STUDY 

 
Students may enroll in as many as 28 credits (seven per academic year) throughout their four years at the high 
school.  The course of study chosen depends on the student’s post-secondary goals.  Suggested courses of study are 
listed below: 
 

COLLEGE 
 

For students who are planning to go on to college, the 
following program is suggested: 

 
College English    4 credits 
College Mathematics   4 credits 
Social Studies    4 credits 
Science     4 credits 
Arts or Vocation Education  1 credit 
Applied Computer Technology    0.5 credits 
Health     0.5 credits 
Physical Education   1 credit 
World Language   3 credits  
Free Electives    5 credits 
Total                28 credits 

CAREER 
 

For students who are planning to enter the world of work or 
the military, the following program is suggested: 

 
English     4 credits 
Mathematics    3 credits 
Social Studies    3 credits 
Science     3 credits 
Arts or Vocation Education  4 credits 
Applied Computer Technology    0.5 credits 
Health     0.5 credits 
Physical Education/Health  1 credit 
Physical Education                0.5 credits 
Free Electives    8 credits 
Total                28 credits 

 
 
 

Students are reminded that they must carry a minimum of 5.5 credits per year. 
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TEACHING STUDENTS HOW TO USE ART AS A MEANS FOR  
SELF EXPRESSION, INTROSPECTION, AND RESPITE 

 

The art department explores the universal language of the arts through building students’ artistic skills, techniques, 
and the ability to think, talk, and write about art. These courses reinforce alternative approaches to problem solving, 
self-confidence, independent thinking, and understanding diversity.  The art department is meant to provide 
students with the knowledge that art has an important role in society and teaches them to see art as a vital part of 
their lives. We believe that art makes a unique contribution in the world, offering a visual language of expression and 
investigation; art plays a significant part in expanding the public imagination by engaging the viewer in visual and 
intellectual dialogue.  All aspects of the S.H.S. mission statement are addressed in the art courses offered.  Art 
courses address the following student expectations: A1, 2 C1, 2, 3 S 1,2,3,4. 
 
Students should know that all classes require a weekly sketchbook assignment, research/analysis, writing and 
critiques. Students wishing to pursue art as a career should take the following sequential courses: Studio I and II, 
Drawing/Painting, Three Dimensional Design Sculpture and Crafts, Great Artists Trends and Techniques, and Honors 
Studio Art/Portfolio Development. 
 

UNIFIED ART 
101           CREDIT: 0.50 
                  LEVEL: 3 
 
In this course, special needs students and regular 
education students will work in supportive 
partnerships to create collaborative artworks using a 
variety of tactile media and techniques, including 
ceramics, collage, printmaking, and painting.  A 
relaxed, creative setting will foster artistic and 
creative development, supportive social interaction 
and friendship, in an inclusive community.  All 
students will be expected to participate fully with 
tolerance, patience, and sensitivity.  Partners will 
prepare and present art lessons to the group; 
choosing an activity, preparing materials, explaining 
the process of the activity, and recording work in 
process through photographs and/or video.  Partners 
presenting a lesson will post a lesson description, 
photos, and/or video clips of the work and student 
responses to the lesson on the Unified Art website. 

 
 

STUDIO FOUNDATIONS I 
830                        CREDIT: 0.50   

LEVEL: 3 
        
This course offers basic knowledge of the elements of 
realistic conventional drawing, design, and 
composition. Students will use a variety of media to 
solve different design problems. Projects include 
drawing in pencil, charcoal, collage, and pastels. 
Clay/sculpture projects may also be included. This is 
an introductory course recommended for students 
who wish to take more art classes.  
 
Open to students in grades 9-12.  Prerequisites: none. 
  

STUDIO FOUNDATIONS II 
831         CREDIT: 0.50  

LEVEL: 3 
 
This course will further the skills, techniques, and 
processes learned in Studio Foundations I.  Students 
will use a variety of medial including: pencil, pen, ink, 
watercolor pencils, pain, clay, charcoal/pastels, conte 
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crayons, and sculpture in order to create original 
works of art.  Utilizing skills and knowledge from 
Studio Foundations I, students will incorporate their 
personal interests and experiences within their 
artworks in order to expand their artistic growth.  The 
goal of this class is not only to develop the student’s 
use of artistic ability but to examine the connections 
between art and self expression.   
 
Open to students in grades 9-12.   Prerequisites: Studio 
Foundations I. 

 

3D ART/CRAFTS 
832         CREDIT: 0.50 

              LEVEL: 3 
 
In this course, students will learn a variety of craft 
skills such as bookmaking, printmaking, mask making, 
basket weaving, batik, paper making, and assemblage 
sculpture. Projects will vary each semester. The 
emphasis will be on attention to detail, originality of 
design, skill level, and high quality of execution.   
 
Open to students in grades 9-12.  Prerequisites: Studio 
Foundations I. 

3D ART/SCULPTURE 
833        CREDIT: 0.50 

     LEVEL: 3 
This course covers hand-building techniques of clay 
construction including pinch, coil and slab methods, 
and surface design with slips and glazes. Students will 
produce functional and decorative ware and clay 
sculpture. Drawing is expected in the planning stages 
and required for homework. Research project is 
included. This course is aimed at self-exploration 
through material expression. Projects are based on 
personal history or experience, research, sketch 
journal entries, personal interpretation of 
assignments, and problem solving. Assemblage, 
modeling, and wire are a few of the skills used to 
complete 3-dimensional projects. Individual and group 
work is expected.  
 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: Studio 
Foundations I. 
 
 

 
 
 

DRAWING/PAINTING I 
834        CREDIT:  1.0 

        LEVEL: 3 
In this course, students will explore a variety of 
traditional and nontraditional subject matter such as 
still life, landscape, portraits, personal ideas, taste, 
and styles.  Drawing from observation and other 
sources, students will develop their technical and 
compositional skills with a wide range of drawing and 
painting media, such as graphite, colored pencils, 
charcoal, pen and ink, pastel, watercolor, tempera, 
acrylic and oil paint.  A variety of artists will be studied 
for their relevance in art history and to students own 
artistic development.  Students will keep a sketchbook 
or a visual/verbal journal throughout the class.   
 
Open to students in grades 10-12.  Prerequisite: Studio 
Foundations I. 

 
DRAWING/PAINTING II 

 
 
This second level course provides an opportunity for a 
deeper study of drawing and painting as a means of 
communication and expression, while extending and 
refining skills with media introduced in 
Drawing/Painting I.  Students will continue to study 
techniques, theories, and historical periods and styles 
of art.  Under the guidance of the instructor, student 
initiated projects will explore a particular media in 
depth, a breadth of a media centered on a one subject 
matter or the development of a concentration (theme 
for a body of work).  Students will keep a sketchbook 
or a visual/verbal journal throughout the class.   
 
Open to students in grades       .  Prerequisites:  Studio 
Foundations I, Drawing/Painting I. Drawing/Painting I 
may be waived at the discretion of the instructor for 
students with necessary skill levels. 
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HONORS/PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT 
835          CREDIT: 1.0 

LEVEL: 5 
In this course, students who are serious about their 
art works will build a portfolio. Students taking this 
course must have successfully completed the 
prerequisite courses and show great skill and interest 
in the arts. Students will create a physical portfolio 
and learn the requirements for most students in order 
to gain acceptance at an art school or university.  
 
Open to students in grades 11-12.  Prerequisites: 
Studio I&II, Drawing/Painting, 3-D Sculpture & Crafts, 
Great Artists Trends and Techniques, and consent of 
the instructor. 

 
 

GREAT ARTISTS TRENDS AND TECHNIQUES 
836        CREDIT: 0.50 

           LEVEL: 4 
The student will create original and appropriate art 
projects mirroring the style in the historical timeline, 
while exploring famous artists’ approaches, visions, 
and techniques. The student will study the history of 
art through text, videos, connections, and art’s 
universal language.  First semester will explore ancient 
art to baroque period, while second semester will 
investigate the impressionist movement to modern 
art. A student may select one semester or both  
semesters. This class can be taken each semester in 
order to receive one whole credit. 
 
 Open to students in grades 9-12.  Prerequisites: Studio 
Foundations I. 

 
 

INDEPENDENT STUDY IN ART 
867 
Students who have taken Studio Foundations I & II are 
able to take part in an Independent study in art. This 
course will allow students to concentrate on a specific  
concentration. These independent studies are  

intended to allow students to study and develop 
sophisticated techniques and tools  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12.  Prerequisites: 
Studio Foundations I & II and Drawing & Painting. 
 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

659           CREDIT: 0.50  
        LEVEL: 3  

A basic look into the world through the lens of a 
camera, students will not only learn how to "see 
photographically,” but about the history of 
photography as well. This course is designed to 
introduce beginning photographers to the 
basic techniques of digital photography. Cameras, 
printers, inks and paper have evolved that are able to 
not only match traditional photographic quality, but 
can also broaden traditional possibilities. In this first 
introductory course in digital photography, we will use 
this new found technology to create, edit, and share 
our images electronically. You will come to  
 
understand the metaphoric possibilities of 
photography and pay attention more closely to the 
visible world around you. Additionally, students will 
cover the interrelationships between photography 
and the other visual arts. 

Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: none.  
 
 

medium that they liked during previous courses, and it 
 will allow them to gain more experience in this  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&safe=active&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&biw=1024&bih=571&tbm=isch&tbnid=DBaThCOPgow_kM:&imgrefurl=http://foolishmime.deviantart.com/art/Camera-Tech-Drawing-WIP-272785864&docid=nYnXs9ctRpfagM&imgurl=http://www.deviantart.com/download/272785864/camera_tech_drawing_by_foolishmime-d4ieqx4.png&w=3532&h=3149&ei=rf8kUebNO4HZ0wGcgoGIAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=739&vpy=197&dur=156&hovh=212&hovw=238&tx=181&ty=130&sig=106355357122524272604&page=5&tbnh=135&tbnw=152&start=79&ndsp=23&ved=1t:429,i:334
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 
 
The mission of business education at Stafford High School is to prepare students who can confidently enter the work 
place either immediately upon graduation from high school or after obtaining additional education. The confidence 
of these students will be justified because they have acquired analytical and problem-solving skills that will allow 
them to make intelligent choices in a world full of options. Business department courses address the following 
student expectations: A1,2 C1 S 1,2,4. 
 

TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION 
660         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3 
 
Students will learn the Microsoft Office Suite:  Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, and Access, while integrating the 
structure and development of business documents.   
 
Open to students in grade 9-12. Prerequisites: none  
 

 
 

ACCOUNTING I 
620         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 
This course offers students the opportunity to learn 
how to keep accurate financial records for personal 
and business applications. Students progress through 
the accounting cycle by learning how to analyze 
transactions, prepare financial statements, and 
interpret financial reports. Students also learn about 
career and employment possibilities in the field of 
accounting, develop good work habits, and learn the 
importance of neatness and accuracy. Students are 
introduced to automated accounting applications on 
the computer.  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: none 

 
 
 
 
 

ACCOUNTING II 
630         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
Accounting II reinforces the theory and concepts 
acquired in Accounting I. Applications are taken to the 
next level of complexity in preparing more detailed  
adjustments, worksheets, and financial statements. 
The course content also includes computer 
applications in automated accounting software.  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12. Prerequisites: 
Successful completion of Accounting I. This course is 
available for College Careers Pathways credit. 

 

 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND 

MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES 
690         CREDIT: 1.00

 LEVEL: 4  
 
This course will introduce the student to the 
interesting, dynamic, and rewarding world of business 
-be it domestic or international operations. Different 
business models successfully employed throughout 
the world to start, operate, and manage a business 
entity or operation will be evaluated and analyzed.  
This course is strongly recommended for the student 
interested in developing a strong foundation for 
future success in his or her business career.  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12. Prerequisites: 
None. This course is available for College Careers 
Pathways credit. 
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PERSONAL FINANCE 
692         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 4 
 
In this course students learn how to manage their 
personal finances by making informed choices as 
consumers in the marketplace.  The course will use 
consumer problems that students are likely to 
encounter during both their school years and adult 
lives as case studies, and computer simulations.  
Students will delve deeper into career planning and 
learn how to grow and protect wealth as they make 
rational decisions as it pertains to buying and saving.  
Students will gain the ability to make personal 
financial decisions in the areas of budgeting, tax 
return preparation, insurance options, the wise use of 
credit, risk management, and investing techniques.  
Students will use investment strategies to align to 
their individual personal goals.  This course will 
encompass blended learning from Business and other 
core courses. 
 
Open to students in grades 11+12.  Prerequisite: none. 

 
 

CONSUMER SKILLS FOR THE  MARKETPLACE 
815         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 
This course provides an overview of the role of an 
individual, business and government in our national 
and global economy.  Special emphasis is placed on 
the individual earning an income, being economically 
conscious and a concerned citizen.  Course content 
focuses on buying, budgeting, saving, career planning,  
borrowing, investing and insuring.  The intent is for 
students to recognize economic and financial 
responsibilities; also build consumer skills to compete 
in a competitive society.  

 
 

MARKETING I 
607 First Semester       CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3 
 
The class will cover modern methods and trends in 
marketing as well as the application of critical thinking 
and problem solving to the tasks of retail marketing.  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: none.  

 

SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING 
609 Second Semester        CREDIT 0.50  

       LEVEL: 3  
 
This is an introductory course that will help students 
develop a thorough understanding of the marketing 
concepts and theories that apply to sports and 
entertainment.  The areas this course will cover 
include basic marketing, target marketing and 
segmentation, event marketing, and promotions.  This 
course will also delve into the components of 
promotion plans, sponsorship proposals, and the key 
elements needed in sports marketing plans.   
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites:  none. 
 

ECONOMICS 
695         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
Economics is designed to give students a better 
understanding of the economy and how it affects their 
world. Students will learn about specific economic 
problems and be able to view critically the problem 
and develop a solution based on economic theory. 
Students will analyze current economic problems, 
discuss their impact, and suggest possible solutions to 
the problems.  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12. Can be counted 
as one social studies credit. Prerequisites: none. This 
course is available for College Careers Pathways credit.  

 
E-COMMERCE  

608         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 4  

 
The E-Commerce course introduces students to the 
world of e-commerce and develops academic skills, 
creative thinking, and problem solving through the 
completion of a comprehensive e-commerce business 
project.  Students and teachers utilize Word process  
and PayPal to set up, develop, and maintain a fully 
functioning online store.  As part of their coursework, 
students and teachers participate in synchronous and 
asynchronous online technical seminars and virtual 
conferences facilitated by content experts, high school 
teachers, and technology professionals. 
 
Open to students in grades 11-12. Prerequisites:  none. 
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 ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

 
To meet the literacy demands of the 21st century, Stafford High School will provide the resources to help students to 
become proficient in, to think with, to respond to, and to enjoy our language in its many aspects. Study of the 
language arts is vital for Stafford students because language is the medium for all communication, whether written 
or spoken. Students need to develop confidence and fluency in their ability to read, write, listen, speak, and view 
multi-media presentations critically.    English courses address the following student expectations: A1,2,3(1.2) C1 S 1. 

 

 
INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE 9 

 
156         CREDIT: 1.00 

 LEVEL: 4  
 
The main objective of the course is to lay the 
foundation for the achievement of the four basic skills 
of listening, speaking, writing, and reading. 
Considerable emphasis is put on grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling to enhance writing skills. An 
intensive program of vocabulary development, to be 
pursued over the students’ four years, will begin. 
Writing will be stressed through composition 
assignments with particular emphasis on the well-
constructed paragraph and sentence variety. Student 
writing assignments routinely focus on topics or 
formats that are strongly related to sections of the 
CAPT, taken sophomore year. An appreciation of  
literature is established by reading selected short 
stories, essays, plays, and novels. Grammar will be  
studied. Critical reading skills will be developed 
through the formal study of the elements of literature 
such as characterization, theme, imagery, etc. 
Evaluation is through essays, objective testing, and 
projects. Students will be required to write some  
 

 
papers on the computer and turn them in on 
turnitin.com, a plagiarism site on the Internet. A 
reader-response approach will be stressed with in-
class reading and response letters.  
 
Open to students in grade 9.  
 

WORLD LITERATURE 10 
161         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
This course stresses the development of skills in 
reading and writing. It aims to interest the student in 
reading through selections from world literature and 
to develop skills in comprehension, vocabulary, and 
grammar. Emphasis is on composition as it relates to 
both literary and non-literary topics. Evaluation is 
through essays, objective testing, and projects. 
Students will be required to compose some papers on 
the computer and turn them in on turnitin.com, a  
plagiarism site on the Internet. A reader-response 
approach will be stressed with in-class reading and  
response letters. CAPT concepts will continue to be 
explored.  
 
Open to students in grade 10.   
Prerequisites: Introduction to Literature 9.  
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COLLEGE PREP WORLD LITERATURE 10 
160         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
Literary interpretations as well as a study of writing 
styles are approached on a more formalized basis. 
Literature is used to aid in gaining insight into human 
motives, achieving more intelligent understanding of 
one self, and more sympathetic attitudes toward 
others. Grammar will be studied. Skills in writing good 
compositions (including exposition, narration, and 
description) are developed. The vocabulary 
development program will be maintained, as will the  
focus on oral work. Evaluation is through essays, 
objective testing, and projects. Students will be 
required to write some papers on the computer and 
turn them in on turnitin.com, a plagiarism site on the 
Internet. A reader- response approach will be stressed 
with in-class reading and response letters. CAPT 
concepts will be explored.  
 
Open to students in grade 10.  
Prerequisites: Introduction to Literature 9.  
 

WORLD LITERATURE - HONORS 10 
166         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5  
This course will cover similar material to what is in the 
Level 4 College Prep World Literature 10 curriculum.  
There will be, however, more intense analyzation of 
works and more books studied. In addition, the 
vocabulary program and the writing assignments are 
also more demanding. Admission to the program is 
through teacher recommendation, scores on 
standardized tests, and student achievement. 
Evaluation is through essays, objective testing, and 
projects. Students will be required to compose some 
papers on the computer and turn them in on 
turnitin.com, a plagiarism site on the Internet. 
Summer reading is also a requirement of this course. 
CAPT concepts will be explored.  
 
 
Open to students in grade 10.  
Prerequisites: Introduction to Literature 9 and teacher 
recommendation based on test scores. 

 

 
 
 
 

AMERICAN LITERATURE 11 
172        CREDIT: 1.00  

                         LEVEL: 3  
 
The objectives of this course are practical application 
of grammar and vocabulary, appreciation and 
enjoyment of American literature, and improvement 
of writing techniques. Special emphasis is placed on 
students’ abilities to express ideas simply and clearly. 
The vocabulary programs will also be continued. 
Evaluation is through essays, objective testing, and 
projects. Students will be required to write some 
papers on the computer and turn them in on 
turnitin.com, a plagiarism site on the Internet. A 
reader-response approach will be stressed with in-
class reading, response letters, and projects.  
 
Open to students in grade 11. Prerequisites: World 
Literature 10. 
 
 

 
 
 

COLLEGE PREP AMERICAN LITERATURE 11 
170         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
This course will be a survey from early American to 
modern authors. Authors and their works are studied 
intensely through the textbook and separate novels. 
Their works are analyzed for style, theme, structure, 
etc. Weekly vocabulary quizzes are given. Essay 
structure is also studied. Evaluation is through essay, 
objective testing, and projects. SAT prep will take 
place during parts of the year. Students will be 
required to compose some papers on the computer  
and turn them in on turnitin.com, a plagiarism site on 
the Internet.  
 
Open to students in grade 11. Prerequisites: World 
Literature 10.  
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AMERICAN LITERATURE – HONORS ECE 11 
127         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5  
 
This course will cover material similar to that of the 
Level 4 College Prep American Literature 11 
curriculum. There will be, however, more intense 
analysis of works and more books studied. Admission 
to the program is through teacher recommendation, 
scores on standardized tests, and student 
achievement.  Evaluation is through essays, objective 
testing, and projects.  Weekly vocabulary quizzes are 
given.  SAT prep will take place throughout the year. 
Students will be required to write some papers on the 
computer and turn them in on turnitin.com, a 
plagiarism site on the Internet. Summer reading is also 
a requirement of this course.  
 
Open to students in grade 11. Prerequisites: World 
Literature - Honors 10 or College Prep World Literature 
10 and teacher recommendation based on test scores.  

 
BRITISH LITERATURE 12* 

196 First Semester       CREDIT: 0.50  
         LEVEL: 3  

 
This course will choose its literature study from a 
variety of sources, ranging from Shakespearean 
tragedies to the modern novels. Authors and their 
works are studied through the textbook and separate 
novels. Their works are analyzed for style, theme, 
structure, etc. Weekly vocabulary quizzes are given. 
Essay structure is reviewed. The students are 
responsible for a term paper on an author of their 
choice. The vocabulary program will be continued. 
Evaluation is through essays, objective testing, and 
projects. The students are responsible for an intensive 
term paper on a British author of their choice.  This 
also includes an extensive book report on their 
authors’ books.  Students will be required to compose 
some papers on the computer and turn them in on 
turnitin.com, a plagiarism site on the Internet.  A 
reader-response approach will be stressed with in-
class reading and response letters. 
 
Open to students in grade 12.  
Prerequisites: American Literature 11. 

 

 
 
 

COLLEGE PREP BRITISH LITERATURE 12* 
178         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
This course will be a survey of British literature. 
Different authors and periods of literature will be 
studied.  Authors and their works are studied through 
the textbook and separate novels. Their works are 
analyzed for style, theme, structure, etc. Weekly 
vocabulary quizzes are given. Essay structure is 
reviewed. The students are responsible for an 
extensive term paper on an author of their choice.  
This also includes two extensive book reports on their 
authors’ books. Evaluation is through essays, objective 
testing, and projects. Students will be required to 
write some papers on the computer and turn them in 
on turnitin.com, a plagiarism site on the Internet.  
 
Open to students in grade 12.  
Prerequisites: College Prep American Literature 11. 

 
 

WORLD LITERATURE – AP/ECE 12* 
180         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5  
 
This course will cover World Literature material. It is 
also an accelerated program that will concentrate on 
essay writing and a survey of World Literature. 
Admission to the course is by teacher 
recommendation, student achievement, and scores on 
standardized tests. This class is a UConn ECE course. 
Students in the top third of their class with SATs of at 
least 500 can earn four credits at UConn and many 
other colleges by being successful in this course. The 
students are responsible for an extensive term paper 
on an author of their choice.   This also includes three 
extensive book reports on their authors’ books.  
Students will be required to compose papers on the 
computer and turn them in on turnitin.com, a 
plagiarism site on the Internet. Summer reading is also 
a requirement of this course.  
 
Prerequisites: American Literature Honors ECE 11 or 
College Prep American Literature 11 and teacher 
recommendation based on test scores.  
 
*All students must complete a senior paper. 
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CREATIVE WRITING 
152 Second Semester       CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
Students will read and write poetry, plays, and short 
stories. A reading/writing journal will develop from 
student work. Students will share their work and 
practice proofreading, editing, and revising skills. The 
vocabulary program will be maintained, and personal 
poetry and a children's book may be published during 
this half-year course. Students will be required to 
compose some papers on the computer and turn 
them in on turnitin.com, an anti-plagarism site on the 
internet. 
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: World 
Literature 10 or American Literature 11. 

 
EXPLORATION OF LITERATURE 

117 Second Semester       CREDIT: 0.50 
LEVEL: 3  

 
This course is designed to increase the student's 
interest in reading. Aimed at developing a reading 
habit, the course requires that the student read  
productively each period. The books to be read (no 
magazines, newspaper, etc.) are largely a matter of 
student choice. Each student will keep a record of the 
reading done. Students are required to compose 
papers on the computer and turn them in on 
turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism site on the Internet. 
Written response/reaction to the reading will be done 
through daily journals, while multiple projects make 
up the rest of this course.   The course grade is 
determined by the reading, the daily writing, and the 
projects. 
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: World 
Literature 10 or American Literature 11.  
 
 

                               MYTHOLOGY 
134        CREDIT: 0.50 
               LEVEL:  3 
This half year course focuses on mythology and its 
relevance to today.  Greek mythology, including a 
study of gods, heroes, and drama, will be the center 
point for the first half of the course.  Topics will 
include the development and purpose of myths and 
 

their continued existence.  The end of the course deals 
with Norse mythology and will touch on Asian and 
Native American stories as well.  Vocabulary, writing, 
and research will all be part of this course. 
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: World 
Literature 10 or American Literature 11.  
 

 
PERSPECTIVES IN LITERATURE 

129 Second Semester       CREDIT: 0.50  
LEVEL: 3  

 
Many of the works for this course focus on 
overcoming differences. Multicultural literature 
approaches works by and about people of diverse 
ethnic backgrounds (African, African American, Native 
American, Asian, Hispanic, Latin). Works will be 
studied through separate novels, short stories, and 
poetry. Their works are studied for  
connecting styles, themes, structure, etc. Weekly 
vocabulary quizzes are given. Critical thinking skills will  
be developed through class discussions and oral and 
written project presentations. Evaluation is through  
essays, objective testing, and projects. Students will 
be required to write some papers on the computer 
and turn them in to turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism 
site on the Internet. 
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: World 
Literature 10 or American Literature 11.  
 

 
 

SCIENCE FICTION 
153 Second Semester       CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
This course will be concerned with short stories and 
novels dealing with areas of the "unknown," such as, 
science fiction and the supernatural. Besides 
comparing various authors' views on what the future 
will be like, the course will also examine the elements 
used to make up  a supernatural story.  The influences  
 



   

24 
 

of technology will also be studied. The vocabulary 
program will also be continued. Evaluation is through 
essays, objective testing, and projects. Students will 
be required to compose papers on the computer and  
turn them in on turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism site 
on the Internet. A reader-response approach will be 
stressed with in-class reading and written responses.  
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: World 
Literature 10 or American Literature 11.  

 
SHAKESPEARE 

137 Second Semester       CREDIT: 0.50  
LEVEL: 3 

  
This survey course will cover at least four plays. 
Additionally, it will provide an historical framework to 
enhance appreciation and understanding of these 
works. A variety of formats will be used: parallel text, 
original text, film and live performances. Students will 
participate in performance, recitation, and oral 
interpretation of key scenes and sonnets and make 
connections to contemporary issues and universal 
themes of humanity. The students will partake in a 
variety of learning activities as well as writing, 
journaling, and reflecting. Projects will also be utilized 
in this course. Evaluation is through essays, objective 
testing, and projects. Students will be required to 
compose some papers on the computer and turn 
them in on turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism site on the 
Internet. Weekly vocabulary quizzes will be given.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

SPEECH 
158 Second Semester       CREDIT: 0.50  

LEVEL: 3  
 

Designed to develop the students’ ability to speak 
effectively before others, this class requires 
participants to prepare and deliver a variety of 
speeches. Students will learn the value of analyzing 
their audience and their speaking tasks. In addition, 
they will practice researching a topic, outlining, and 
creating effective introductions and conclusions. The 
students will also complete a videotaped speech and a 
Power Point presentation.  
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: World 
Literature 10 or American Literature 11.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: World  
Literature 10 or American Literature 11.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 
 
 
 

 
It is the mission of the SHS Health Department to provide students with the necessary skills to make informed 
decisions about their physical and mental health. The health course addresses the following student expectations:  
A1 C1,2,3 S 1,2,3,4.  

              
901 Boys                          CREDIT: 0.50 
931 Girls                   LEVEL: 3  
 
930 Full Year                            CREDIT: 1.0 

       LEVEL: 3  

The course is designed to encourage students to examine contemporary issues in public and personal health and to 
develop their own values through individual and group activities and group discussions.  Units studied are based on 
areas of concern to students in particular and the nation in general. Topics include, but are not limited to general 
wellness, mental health/disorders, nutrition, alcohol and drugs, sexuality, character education and health-related 
environmental issues.  

The Physical Education program is designed to offer students opportunities to develop interest and skill in a variety of 
physical activities. Individual activities aim to develop basic skills, coordination, agility, and knowledge of rules as well 
as to stimulate an interest in lifelong sports, recreation, and fitness activities. Individual activities include Individual 
Fitness, Jogging, Conditioning and Weight Training, Recreational Games, Yoga and Meditation. Team activities include 
Basketball, Volleyball, Speedball, Softball, Touch Football, Floor Hockey, Ultimate Frisbee and Soccer. 

 
 
 
 

Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisite: none. 
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 
Mathematics is an area of study that trains the brain to think critically and to assess and analyze material in an 
organized and efficient manner. It provides the students with concrete skills not only to solve problems in the 
present but to utilize this information in a predictive fashion. Students are encouraged to enroll in four years of 
mathematics and to view study in this area as essential to their development as productive members of society. 
Math department courses address the following student expectations: A1,3(1.1) C1 S 1,2. 
 

LEVEL 3 ALGEBRA 1 
341      CREDIT:1.00 
            LEVEL: 3 
Algebra I places emphasis on the structure of algebra.  
Students will study topics such as the properties of 
real number systems, equations and inequalities, 
graphs and functions, linear systems, exponents and 
exponential functions. 

 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: none.  
A graphing calculator is required.  

 
LEVEL 4 ALGEBRA I 

312         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 4  

Algebra I places emphasis on the structure of algebra. 
The properties of real numbers, sets, variables, 
equations, inequalities, factoring, and graphing are 
the main topics of the course. In addition, there is an 
overall emphasis on developing a systematic approach 
to problem solving.  
 

 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: none. A 
graphing calculator is required.  
 

LEVEL 3 GEOMETRY 
321         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
Level 3 Geometry is designed to follow Level 3 Algebra 
I or Level 3 Algebra 1B.  Various geometric figures are 
studied – points, lines, polygons, circles, and volumes 
and surface areas of solids, as well as their properties 
and applications, relating many of them to everyday 
problems and decisions.  Although the course is 
presented as a logical system, guidance is provided in 
the use of the deductive process; and many problems 
are offered that allow the students to respond by 
means of intuitive or inductive thinking. 
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: level 3 
Algebra 1 or level 3 Algebra 1B. 

LEVEL 4 GEOMETRY 
320         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
The study of geometry helps the students to develop 
an understanding of induction and deduction as 
problem-solving techniques and gives the student the 
opportunity to practice these methods of reasoning. 
Various geometric figures are studied - points, lines, 
polygons, circles, and volumes and surface areas of 
solids, as well as their properties and applications. 
Many of the geometric concepts are developed 
through discovery methods. Students are expected to 
expand their knowledge of geometry through 
investigation of related topics. 
 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: level 4 
Algebra I.  

LEVEL 5 GEOMETRY 
322         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5  
 
This course will engage students in an intensive study 
of concepts in plane, solid, and coordinate geometry. 
The material presented will explore topics covered in 
Level 4 geometry in greater depth and detail. Classes 
will be taught at a challenging pace, and students will 
be expected to investigate related topics.  
 
Open to students in grades 9-10. Prerequisites: level 4 
Algebra I with a grade of 85 or higher and teacher 
recommendation based on test scores.  
 

LEVEL 3 ALGEBRA II 
331        CREDIT: 1:00 

 LEVEL: 3  
 
This course refines algebraic concepts and is designed 
to follow level 3 Geometry.  Topics include linear 
systems of equations, inequalities, quadratic and  
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other polynomial functions, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, and probability.  There is an 
emphasis on practical problem solving throughout.  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12. Prerequisites: 
level 3 Algebra I and level 3 geometry.  A graphing 
calculator is required.  
 

LEVEL 4 ALGEBRA II 
330         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
Algebra II continues the emphasis on the structure of 
algebra. The main topics covered deal with systems of 
linear equations, inequalities, graphing linear 
equations and quadratic equations, operations with 
the law of exponents, operations with polynomials, 
and fractional equations, matrices, permutations, and 
combinations.  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: level 4 
Algebra I and level 4 geometry or permission of 
instructor. This course is available for College Careers 
Pathways credit. A graphing calculator is required. 

 
LEVEL 5 ALGEBRA II 

332         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 5  

 
The material in the Algebra II program is expanded in 
this course to include the extended use of word 
problems, more practical application of the algebraic 
formulae, and the applications of matrices and 
determinants.  
 
Open to students in grades 10 and 11. Prerequisites: a 
grade of 85 or better in level 4 Algebra I and level 4 
geometry, and teacher recommendation based on test 
scores.  A graphing calculator is required.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

DATA EXPLORATIONS 
368        CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
This course will focus on probability and statistics, 
advanced algebra topics, logic problems, and 
functions. Students will develop an understanding of 
how statistics are used in many different disciplines 
and gain additional practice with math concepts that 
they will continue at the college level. A graphing 
calculator is required.  
 
Open to students who have earned 3 mathematics 
credits.  Prerequisites:  recommendation of sending 
teacher.  

 
 

PRE- CALCULUS 
349        CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
A full-year course for college bound students, pre-
calculus will cover material from trigonometry and 
advanced algebra. Students will study and apply the 
concepts of functions and their inverses, complex 
numbers, logarithms, and discrete mathematics. A 
graphing calculator is required. 
 
Open to students in grades 11-12. Prerequisites: level 4 
Algebra I, level 4 Algebra II, and level 4 geometry or 
higher.  

 
CALCULUS 

351         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 4  

This class will present the study of change and motion 
by emphasizing limits, derivatives, integrals and their 
applications. Students who choose this course will be 
prepared to enroll in a Calculus I class at the college 
level. A graphing calculator is required.  
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: pre-
calculus with a grade of 85 or better or with the con-
sent of the teacher.  
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MATH ANALYSIS 
340         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5  
 

This advanced high school mathematics course is 
designed as an introduction to calculus. It presents 
material from algebra, trigonometry, sequences and 
functions, polar coordinates, theorems about limits, 
and the algebraic and geometric interpretation of the 
derived function. The emphasis of the course is not 
only on theoretical understanding but on practical 
applications.  
 
Open to students in grades 11-12. Prerequisites: a 
grade of 85 or better in level 4 Algebra II, level 4 
geometry, and teacher recommendation.  A graphing 
calculator is required. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

AP CALCULUS AB 
350         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5 
 

Calculus is the mathematics of change and motion. 
Advanced placement calculus consists of a full year of 
calculus comparable to courses in colleges and 
universities. It is expected that students who take an 
AP course in calculus will seek credit or placement, or 
both, from an institution of higher learning. This 
course stresses both a numerical and graphical 
approach. Topics include functions and their limits, 
derivatives, applications and computation of 
derivatives, integrals and interpretations, and 
applications of integrals.  
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: 
mathematical analysis with a grade of 85 or better 
and consent of teacher. A graphing calculator is 
required. 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 
The S.H.S. music department adheres to the philosophy that music practiced is meant to be shared through 
performance. The concerts, parades, and other scheduled performances are required as part of the course grade, 
and we encourage students to become members of our active department. Grow up in the high school with music in 
your life. The road you choose now can make all the difference. Music department courses address the following 
student expectations: A1,2 C1,2,3 S 1,3. 
 

THEORY OF MUSIC 
972         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 
This class will develop basic skills such as note reading, 
elementary harmony, dictation, and score analysis. 
Students interested in music are encouraged to 
develop basic understanding of the theoretical skills in 
music.  
 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: 
consent of instructor. 
 

CONCERT CHOIR 
970         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 
The concert choir is a group of students with previous 
choral experience. The performances of the group are 
varied and rather frequent. There will be an 
opportunity for these students to participate in 
festivals throughout Connecticut, an exchange 
concert, and several concerts at the high school. There 
are a number of performances in which the student is 
required to participate.  
 
Several concerts, including winter and spring concerts, 
madrigal feast, and coffee house are grade 
requirement performances. The concert dress is black 
pants/long black skirts, and white shirts/blouses, or 
costumes. Open to students in grades 10-12.  
Prerequisites: chorus or consent of instructor.  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY 
973         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5  
 
Advanced placement music theory is a course 
designed for the study of musical structure. It will 
emphasize harmonic, melodic, textural, rhythmic, and  
 

 
formal aspects. The student’s ability to read and write 
musical notation is naturally fundamental to such a 
course. The ultimate goal of a music theory course is 
to develop a student’s ability to recognize and 
understand the basic materials and processes of music 
that are heard or read in score. Students will be 
encouraged to take the advanced placement test in 
May in hopes of earning college credit.  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: grade 
of B+ in theory of music.  
 

BAND 
950         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 
The concert band program offers the students an 
opportunity to rehearse and perform a variety of 
concert music including transcriptions of classical 
orchestral masterpieces, important music for wind 
ensemble, and music in the popular rock, jazz, and 
Broadway music styles. The fall marking period places 
emphasis on marching and maneuvering. There will be 
opportunities for students to participate in festivals, 
exchange concerts, and other social experiences. One 
of the primary goals of this group is to develop 
performance standards.  
 
There are a number of school performances and 
outside school performances in which students are 
required to participate for a grade. Attendance at 
home football games and four scheduled basketball 
games is also required. Uniforms will be provided. 
Black marching shoes must be purchased. Open to 
students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: Student must 
have previous experience on a band instrument or 
consent of instructor. 
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JAZZ BAND 
955 Second Semester       CREDIT: 0.50  

LEVEL: 3  
 
The jazz band curriculum focuses on improvisation, 
jazz style, and arranging. Students learn to improvise 
over various progressions including blues. They also 
study classic recordings and play transcriptions of 
solos by legendary jazz musicians. The study of jazz 
history is on a two-year cycle, with this year’s 
emphasis being on the eras and styles of jazz from 
1960 to the present. The students will compose their 
own pieces for performances in class.  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: 
permission of instructor.  Concerts, sports events, and 
special functions are required. Concert dress is black 
and white. 
 

MUSIC HISTORY 
965        CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4 
 

Music history is designed to give students a better 
understanding of the role music has played in the 
development of western civilization. Insight into the 
political, geographical, religious, and economic 
influences that have impacted this topic will be 
developed. The student will: 1) develop breadth of 
understanding and appreciation of the cultural pattern 
of the Western World; 2) develop insight into actual 
works of music; 3) develop a technique of critical 
analysis by which the student can arrive at his or her 
own evaluation and judgment of musical works.  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: none. 
This course may be taken for social studies credit. 
 

 
MUSICAL THEATER 

946        CREDIT: 0.50 
               LEVEL:  3 
Students will create, produce, and act in a theatrical 
performance tailored to the needs of the class.  We 
will explore the history of musical theater from 1950 
to the present, study vocal techniques, rehearse and 
perform, analyze and evaluate other performances.  
Students will be required to participate in stage 
direction of scenes, monologues, technical theater 
elements, and the use of technology in the theater 
today.  Some field trips will be taken to performances 
and local theaters. 
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: none. 
 
 

PIANO AND GUITAR 
945        CREDIT: 0.50 
               LEVEL:  3 
Students will learn how to play the piano or guitar 
from the ground up.  No prior experience is necessary.  
Students will practice daily on either a piano/keyboard 
or their own acoustic guitar.  Daily progress logs will 
be kept and weekly performances will be held in front 
of the class.  The focus is that the students practice 
every day.  Students will be instructed at their own 
pace and entering ability level.  Classical and modern 
piano/guitar literature will be used. 
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: none. 
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 
It is the intention of the S.H.S. science department to prepare students, through the use of scientific inquiry, to 
problem solve and to utilize technology in order to make informed decisions about the world in which they live. 
Science department courses address student expectations: A1,2,3(1.3) C1 S1,2. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

414         CREDIT: 1.00
 LEVEL: 4 

 
This course will explore the topics of scientific inquiry, 
energy, the nature of matter, earth cycles, and human 
use of resources.  Students will be expected, not only 
to read and write analytically, but also complete tests 
using higher-level thinking skills. 
  
Prerequisite:  None. 
 

LEVEL 3 BIOLOGY  
439        CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3 
 
This course explores the basics of biology. Topics to be 
covered include scientific methods, the cell, genetics, 
evolution, and ecology.  Organisms are studied in 
detail in order to identify the relationship between 
form and function to ensure efficiency and survival.   

Labs are integrated routinely throughout the course.  
Students will be exposed to a variety of alternate 
assessments, including lab practical examinations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: 
successful completion of physical science or a grade 10 
status. 
 
 

LEVEL 4 BIOLOGY 
422         CREDIT: 1.00

 LEVEL: 4 
 
This course is a traditional biology course for students 
preparing to attend college after high school.  Topics 
include the cell with emphasis on DNA technology, 
genetics and how that relates to evolution and 
organisms and how they interact with their 
environment in an ever changing world.  Many lab 
experiences are integrated throughout the course 
along with a variety of assessments.   
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: level 4 
physical science with a grade of 85 or higher and 
teacher's recommendation. 
 

 
 

LEVEL 3 CHEMISTRY 
430         CREDIT: 1.00

 LEVEL: 3 
 

This course introduces students to chemical laws and 
processes, simple problem solving, equation writing, 
and the chemistry of everyday life.  Topics will include:  
fundamentals of matter and energy, atomic theory,  
chemical bonding, chemical formulas and balancing  
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equations, gas laws, making solutions, and chemistry  
as it applies to home, environment, and industry.  
Laboratory experiences enhance classroom 
discussions and math concepts will be reviewed. 
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12. Prerequisites: 
level 3 biology 

 
LEVEL 4 CHEMISTRY 

432         CREDIT: 1.00
 LEVEL: 4 

 

College chemistry is a course designated for the 
student planning to attend college and who is 
interested in science.   This course introduces students 
to chemical laws, logical and sequential thinking, 
problem solving, and practical application of 
chemistry.  Students must be able to use algebra skills 
to solve for unknown variables, manipulate exponents 
and logarithms, and operate a graphing calculator.  
Topics include, but are not limited to:  properties of 
matter, atomic theory, periodic table, chemical 
naming systems, chemical changes, thermo chemistry, 
reaction rates, kinetics, molecular structure, and 
stoichiometry.  Laboratory experiences enhance 
classroom discussions. 
 
Open to students in grades 11-12. Prerequisites: level 4 
biology and Algebra I with a grade of 70 or higher. 
 

 
LEVEL 5 CHEMISTRY 

434         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 5  

 

Level 5 Chemistry is a course designed for a student 
with high interest and aptitude in science and for a 
student who intends to pursue a career in science.  
Through extensive research and individual effort, 
students will study atomic structure, periodic table, 
bonding, states of matter, solutions, equilibrium, 
kinetics, gasses, thermodynamics, oxidation reduction, 
acid base reactions, and organic chemistry.  
Laboratory inquiry is used to enhance classroom 
discussions. 
 
Open to students in grades 11-12. Prerequisites: 
Successful completion of level 4 biology and Algebra I 
with a grade of 80% or higher, and recommendation of 
a science teacher.  
 

 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY 
435         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5  
The AP Chemistry course is designed for students 
intending to major in science in college.  AP Chemistry 
builds on the skills and knowledge attained in 
eleventh grade chemistry.  Topics for discussion 
include:  atomic theory, chemical bonding, gas laws, 
states of matter, reaction equilibrium, acid-base 
theory, stoichiometry, kinetics, thermodynamics, 
solutions, and oxidation-reduction reactions.  Students 
who opt to take the AP exam may qualify to receive 
college credits.   
 
Open to students in grade 12.  Prerequisites:  level 4 or 
5 chemistry with a minimum average of 85, Algebra II,  
and teacher recommendation.  

 
PHYSICS 

440         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 4  
Physics is the study of matter, energy, and the 
transformation of energy. Topics covered are classical 
kinematics and dynamics, gravitation, electricity, 
magnetism, optics, atomic structure, special relativity, 
and an introduction to quantum phenomena. 
Laboratory work is included.  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12. Prerequisites: 
Algebra II with a 75 or above, and recommendation by 
a science teacher based on test scores.  

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS C 

441        CREDIT: 1.00  
      LEVEL: 5  

AP Physics is a college-level introductory course in 
classical mechanics.  This class provides a systematic 
introduction to the study of the following topics:  one 
dimensional and vector kinematics, Newton’s laws of 
motion, work and energy, power, linear momentum, 
rotational motion, oscillations, and gravitation.  
Trigonometry, algebra with vector notation, 
differential and integral calculus are used.  A college  
level, calculus-based textbook will be used.  Students 
who opt to take the AP exam may qualify to receive 
college credits.   
 
Open to students in grade 12.  Prerequisites: 85 
average in Physics or teacher permission, current 
enrollment in Calculus. 
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ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
 

450        CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 4  

 
This course is recommended for self-motivated 
students who plan to study additional biology in 
college or for students interested in careers in the 
allied health field. Anatomy and physiology is a 
detailed study of the structure and function of 
humans. The lecture portion is an in-depth study of 
the human body, with an emphasis on structure and 
function, as well as heavy emphasis on medical 
terminology. The lab portion involves a detailed 
analysis of human anatomy (dissection required). 
Research and oral presentations are required.  
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: biology, 
chemistry, and teacher recommendation.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY  
UCONN EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE 

433         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 5  

 
Advanced placement biology is an extremely technical 
course, offered for the student who intends to pursue 
biology in college. The course relates materials 
presented in Level 4 biology and chemistry and 
consists of three major divisions of biology: molecular  
and cellular, organism, and population. The topics will 
be covered in a very detailed manner. Lectures will be 
accompanied with laboratory investigation. A college-
level textbook will be used, and college level lab 
reports are required. 
 
Open to students in grade 12. Prerequisites: 
completion of Level 4 biology with an 85 average, 
chemistry with at least an 85 average and 
recommendation of the instructor. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
480         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 
Environmental science examines the interaction 
between humans and the environment. Students will 
use the scientific method to investigate interactions 
between the living and non-living world.  Designed as 
an interdisciplinary course, environmental science 
integrates ecology, biology, botany, earth science, 
physics, chemistry, and the social sciences. Students 
will demonstrate knowledge through the completion 
of many hands-on projects in the classroom and 
laboratory and by participating in outdoor field 
studies.  
 
Open to students in grades 11-12. Prerequisites: 
successful completion of physical science and biology.
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 
The philosophy of the Stafford High School social studies department is to allow students to gain perspective of local, 
national, and global issues. The department seeks to challenge young people to construct solutions to today's 
problems. Students take a variety of academic courses to provide them the foundation to become active, knowl-
edgeable citizens. To this end, students are encouraged to participate in the classroom, throughout the school, and in 
the local community.  Social studies department courses address the following student expectations: A2,3(1.4) C1,2,3 
S1,3.  

 
LEVEL 4 WORLD CULTURES 

195           CREDIT: 1.0
   LEVEL: 4  

 
This course’s curriculum is comparable to world 
cultures (level 3) with an increased emphasis on the 
five themes of geography and the economic 
development of specific societies. In addition, 
students will be required to research and write a term 
paper each semester.  
 
Recommended for all 9th grade students planning to 
attend college after graduation. A graduation 
requirement for the class of 2010. Prerequisites: none. 

 

 
 

LEVEL 3 UNITED STATES HISTORY 
238            CREDIT 1.0

   LEVEL: 3  
 
This course offers a chronological survey of major 
events in United States history from the Columbian 
Exchange to the wars of the 20th century. Students 
should expect an emphasis on the improvement of 
their reading, writing, research, test-taking, and study 
skills in addition to expanding their knowledge of 
United States history. Students will be required to 
research and write a term paper each semester.  
 
Required for all 10th grade students. 

 
LEVEL 4 UNITED STATES HISTORY 

237            CREDIT 1.0 
 LEVEL: 4  

 
This course takes a chronological overview of United 
States history starting with the cultures of North 
America through World War II. The main purpose of 
the course is to develop an understanding of a handful 
of key historical ideas and concepts that are found 
periodically in our country's history. In addition, 
students will practice historical skills, forming an 
argument, and using evidence to support a position. 
The course devotes a substantial amount of time to 
working with primary sources, ranging from political 
cartoons and excerpts of letters to photographs and 
video/audio footage. In addition, this course requires 
students to write a term paper each semester.  
 
Required for all 10th grade students who have 
successfully completed world cultures.  
 

 

LEVEL 3 MODERN U.S. HISTORY  
United States in the Post—WW II World 

234       CREDITS: 0.50
 LEVEL: 3  

 
This course focuses on the development of U.S. 
policies and practices after World War II. Main topics 
of discovery and discussion will be the Cold War, 
Korean War, Vietnam War, Civil Rights Movement, 
women’s rights, student movements of the 1960s, 
Watergate,  rise of modern Conservatism, and post 
9/11 world. Students will use a variety of sources to 
understand recent historical events and how they 
influence current United States policies at home and 
abroad.  Students must complete a term paper as part 
of the course requirements. 
 
Required for graduation. 
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LEVEL 4 MODERN U.S. HISTORY  
United States in the Post—WW II World 

235         CREDIT: 0.50 
LEVEL: 4  

 
In this course for students who have successfully 
completed College U.S. History 237, we will explore 
the development and practices after World War II 
focusing on the evolution of U.S. policies and 
movements of the 1960s, Watergate, modern Con-
servatism, and the post 9/11 world.  Topics to be stud-
ied include the Cold War, Korean War, Vietnam War, 
Civil Rights Movement, and women’s rights. Students 
will use a variety of sources to understand recent 
historical events and how they influence current 
United States policies at home and abroad. History 
235 uses an intense review of primary documents 
from the era, and students must complete a term 
paper as part of the course requirements.  
 
Required for graduation. 

 
LEVEL 3 GOVERNMENT 

192          CREDIT 0.50 
LEVEL: 3  

 
This civics course provides the opportunity for stu-
dents to study and practice the principles of de-
mocracy. Students will learn about the origins of our 
democratic system and how these foundations are 
applied today. Students are expected to participate in 
a community service activity as part of the course 
requirements.  In addition, students must complete a 
term paper as part of the course requirements as well.  
 
Required for all students. Open to students in grades 
11 and 12.  
 

LEVEL 4 GOVERNMENT 
191         CREDIT 0.50 

LEVEL: 4  
 
This civics course is designed for a more in-depth look 
at the study and practices of the principles of 
democracy. Students will build upon their college level 
U.S. history classes to increase knowledge and 
research abilities in the areas of judicial, legislative, 
and executive branches of our government. Students 
are required to produce a term paper and to 
participate in a community service activity as part of 
the course requirements.  

 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Level 4 U.S. 
history or permission of the instructor. Open to 
students in grades 11 and 12.  
 

 

 
POLITICAL SCIENCE  

UCONN EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE 
193         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 5  
 
This course is designed to focus on two aspects of our 
political landscape. The foundations of our political 
system will be one focus, while the issues faced in the 
political arena will be the second aspect. We will pay 
special attention to the roles of individuals and groups 
in our system. Students will be expected to 
understand how the system was designed and what 
the realities and nuances of its workings are today. 
Students must stay current on the issues being 
debated as part of the national agenda and research 
one of these issues for a class presentation and term 
paper. Students will have to use the LMC to access the 
New York Times, the Washington Post, Los Angeles 
Times, Christian Science Monitor, and the Wall Street 
Journal.  This course is designed to meet the goals and 
expectations of the University of Connecticut 
department of political science course # 173 
"Introduction to American Government."  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12. Prerequisites: 
earning an 87 or better in Level 4 U.S. history, a score 
of 500/50 on SAT/PSAT, or permission of the in-
structor. UConn ECE CREDIT (See also p.10).  
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LEVEL 3 WORLD HISTORY 
205         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 

This course examines the history of human 
development and aspirations, using a chronological 
and thematic approach. The first semester studies the 
contributions of ancient Eastern, Middle Eastern, 
Greek, and Roman cultures. The second semester 
focuses on the middle ages, French Revolution, 
Agricultural Revolution, and Industrial Revolutions. 
The topics will embrace the struggle of the human 
mind and spirit throughout the ages.  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12. 

 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. HISTORY 
189         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 5  
This course is a survey of American history that 
attempts to duplicate college-level inquiry and dis-
cussion. There is a tremendous amount of historical 
data that is sifted through by the students that is later 
organized into well-defined historical arguments. The 
focus of the course is for student to be able to engage 
in higher levels of thinking through analysis of 
historical evidence and then be able to write a 
persuasive historical essay. There is a term paper 
requirement for each semester in this course. The 
coursework is all preparation for the AP examination 
in which students can earn college credit.  

 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12 with the 
permission of the instructor, based on criterion on 
page 10.  
 
 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES 
242          CREDIT 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
Students will demonstrate their comprehension of 
important, often controversial, issues through daily 
and weekly news.  In order to increase awareness of 
current events at the local, national, and international 
level, students will focus on and examine issues of 
special interest to them individually.  Students will be 
responsible for learning about current events outside 
of their own personal interests.  Each student will be 
required to read, analyze, evaluate, and possibly 

debate an issue.  Weekly assessments will determine 
the students’ ability to identify and summarize the key 
components of current events.  Stories and articles 
will come from a variety of global-media and web 
based resources including CNN Student News.  CNN 
Student News offers a blog so that students may 
respond about a segment of the news as well as 
reading daily opinions from other students and 
schools.  By accessing a wide range of resources, 
students will be able to utilize the information for 
class discussion and then to present their evidence 
objectively.  By examining the multiple viewpoints of 
nations and cultures on current events, students will 
develop informed perspectives and opinions about the 
increasingly interdependent and diverse world of the 
21st century. 
 
 Open to students in grades 11 and 12.  
 

 
THE CIVIL WAR ERA IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

254 First Semester       CREDIT: 0.50  
LEVEL: 4  

The course will center around exploring the causes of 
the Civil War, including a detailed study of slavery, 
abolitionism, development of Southern sectional 
consciousness, rise of the Republicans, Lincoln’s 
election, and secession crises of 1860 - 1861.The 
political and military history of the period will also be 
examined, as will the postwar struggle to reconstruct 
the union. The course will conclude with an evaluation 
of the Civil War's effect on the post-war development 
of the South through the 1960s.  
 
 

SOCIOLOGY 
218 First Semester       CREDIT: 0.50  

LEVEL: 4  
This semester-long course offers an introduction to 
the field of sociology. This discipline explores the 
behavior of people in social groups, as well as the role 
of groups as a socializing force upon individuals. 
Course 218 is a college preparatory course.  
 
Open to students in grade 12. Exceptions may be made 
for grade 11 with instructor’s consent. Prerequisites: 
successful completion of Level 4 U.S. history or English, 
a score of 500/50 on SAT/PSAT, or permission of the 
instructor.  
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PSYCHOLOGY 
221          CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 4  
This is a semester course that introduces students to 
the field of psychology. This study explores the 
behavior and mental processes of individuals, 
methods of psychological research, psychological 
disorders, and more. Psychology 221 is a college pre-
paratory course. 
 
Open to students in grade 12. Exceptions may be made 
for grade 11 with instructor’s consent. Prerequisites: 
successful completion of Level 4 U.S. history or English, 
a score of 500/50 on SAT/PSAT, or permission of the 
instructor.  
 

 
 

RUSSIAN HISTORY 
248         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
Students interested in a better understanding of 
communism and the history of Russia and Soviet 
Union are encouraged to take this course.  The 
changes in the former Soviet Union will be researched. 
By comparing communism to our system, students will 
have a better understanding and appreciation of our 
form of government.  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12.  

 
 
 
 

 

HISTORY 101/AP EUROPEAN HISTORY  
UCONN EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE 

226            CREDIT 0.5
   LEVEL: 5  

This course provides students with an opportunity to 
examine some of the cultural, social, political, and 
economic developments of the last five hundred years 
of European history. Through a combination of 
lectures and discussions, it presents an overview of 
some of the major changes of the period while 
focusing in greater depth on analysis of some specific 
themes, events, and issues that continue to have a 
profound impact on our own modern society.  

 
Prerequisites:  permission of the instructor, based on 
criteria on page 9.  

 

 
WOMEN IN HISTORY 

246         CREDIT: 0.50 
LEVEL: 3  

Women have been key players in U.S. history as well 
as in a global context.  In this course, students will 
learn about some of the most important women in 
historical events in our history.  Students will 
demonstrate their knowledge of Women in History 
spanning all periods of history encompassing many 
diverse groups, races, and regions of the United 
States.  Students will be required to compare everyday 
experiences, failures, frustrations, and hard-won 
victories of ordinary and extraordinary American 
women.  Each student will analyze and interpret 
firsthand accounts of the lives of American women 
from some of the original settlers to the women of 
today.  In order to place a document in a historic 
framework, students will research primary/secondary 
sources.  Students will analyze and interpret this 
information to conduct class debates and discussions. 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12.  

 
 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&biw=1024&bih=571&noj=1&tbm=isch&tbnid=6fU8iq3_eg4DjM:&imgrefurl=http://www.slu.edu/x13122.xml&docid=TYWzghKam3d26M&imgurl=http://www.slu.edu/Images/arts_sciences_files/psychology/psych_brain1.jpg&w=347&h=346&ei=EzYBUfLvCsbw0QHi6IDQBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=111&dur=7125&hovh=224&hovw=225&tx=134&ty=169&sig=106355357122524272604&page=1&tbnh=142&tbnw=160&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:83
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
Increasingly, students with disabilities are being expected to meet higher academic standards. The federal law, No 
Child Left Behind, and Connecticut state statutes have prompted educators to focus on increasing access to the 
general education curriculum and time with non-disabled peers for students with disabilities. The Connecticut State 
Department of Education has recently adopted grade level standards for literacy (preK - grade 8). In Beyond the 
Blueprint: Literacy in Grades 4-12 and Across the Content Areas (2007), this planning has been extended to the high 
school level. These standards will increasingly become the framework used for goals and objective in reading and 
writing for students’ Individual Education Programs (IEPs).  
 
Through the Planning and Placement Team (PPT) process, parents and educators will continue to have a voice in the 
development of IEPs for students with disabilities. Yet, the criteria for removing a student from the general education 
program and curriculum will become more stringent and be based upon more rigorous student performance data. 
While expectations are increasing, support  to students must increase as well. Special education teachers and general 
education teachers are planning together to make these learning experiences more meaningful for your student .   
Our department also offers resource rooms and co-taught classes in certain academic areas, depending on student 
need.  Further, to increase the intensity of instruction, staff will be providing lab opportunities related to areas of 
weakness and study skills to support skill development in these critical areas of learning. While a case coordinating 
teacher will continue to be assigned to each student with disability, they do not have the authority to modify 
coursework beyond the level agreed upon by the PPT.  
 
With increased expectations comes the realization that students with disabilities must improve in terms of 
completing homework. As it is for many students, practice is required to master skills and course content. We appeal 
for your assistance in improving the learning outcomes for students with disabilities by maintaining high standards 
for homework completion. 
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 
Technology education encourages students to explore and develop individual interests, creative and intellectual 
abilities that relate to technical careers, problems, and solutions. Technology education courses address the 
following student expectations: A1,2 C1 S 1,2. 
 

COMPUTER AIDED DRAFTING 
725         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
Using Mountain Boards to Trebuchets, students will 
learn the skills necessary to operate some of the most 
advanced solid modeling software available.  This 
course will be guided through instruction, 
demonstration, hands-on activities, and problem- 
solving techniques in computer-aided design (CAD).  
Since all objects can be broken down to points, lines, 
arcs, symbols, and text, students will become masters 
at manipulating these primitives to create 3-D objects 
in the digital and physical realm. This course is 
appropriate for students planning to pursue careers in 
engineering, architecture, graphic design, 
manufacturing, building trades, or related fields. 
 
Open to students in grades 10-12. Prerequisites: none.  
 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/DRAFTING 
737        CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
Designing sheds, homes, schools and offices,   
students will learn the ins and outs of architectural 
design and drafting. Students will learn how to create 
landscape designs that include grass, trees, shrubbery, 
etc. in computer-based architectural software that will 
allow them to create stunning designs with fully 
finished, furnished, and landscaped structures that 
include exterior and interior design.  Finally, students 
will create 3-D models of their house designs in the 
form of framing models and landscape models. 
 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: none.  

 
 
 

 
 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
740         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
Making movie posters, calendars, business cards, 
advertisements, comics, illustrations, and photo 
editing, students in this course will use all four areas 
of graphic design (design and layout, image 
generation, pre-production and production, and 
binding and finishing) to create professional looking 
material using the Corel suite as well as Adobe Photo 
shop and other programs.  Students will use these 
skills to produce these professional grade materials 
for class as well as producing material for Stafford 
High School and the rest of the district. 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: none.  

 
 
 

WEB DEVELOPMENT 
040         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
Students will discover how to build and create original 
websites using Adobe Dreamweaver, Flash, Fireworks 
and Notepad using HTML code, animations, and the 
elements of design.  Some of the topics covered will 
be: formatting text, creating and editing images, 
creating links, tables, frames, and style sheets. 
Students will use their skills to reach out into the 
community and design for businesses, faculty, staff, 
and beyond! 
 
Open to students in grades 10-12 Prerequisites: none.  
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VIDEO COMMUNICATIONS 
701         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 

Lights, Camera, ACTION!  Everywhere we go we are 
bombarded by visual media. In Video Communications 
& Production we will be exploring the world of video.  
Students will film, direct, star in, and edit pieces from 
commercials to movies.  Over the span of this course 
students will gain experience using cutting edge 
equipment and software to create their pieces.  
Graphic Design is a required pre requisite for this 
course as the programs we cover in that course will be 
leaned on to create components in your movies. 
 
Open To Students in grades 11-12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOOD TECHNOLOGY I 
710         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 

 
This course is designed for the beginning student in 
woodworking.  The student will learn all of the hand 
tools, power hand tools, and machinery on an 
introductory level stressing personal safety when 
using these tools.  The students will learn project 
planning, layout work, and plan of procedures for 
product development.  Construction techniques and 
finishing will be explored.  Students will construct 
beginning level projects to develop their skills and 
appreciation for good craftsmanship.  Active 
participation, positive attitude, and daily cleanup are 
required. A $10 shop fee for basic materials will be 
required for all students.  Any materials above and 
beyond what the shop fee covers will be the 
responsibility of the student.  
 
 Open to students in grades 9-12.  Prerequisites: none. 

 

 

ROBOTICS 
700        CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3 
 

 
“Welcome… To the world of tomorrow!!”  Robotics is 
one of the hottest topics around.  This course will 
introduce students to a variety of robotic systems. 
Students will work with VEX robotics kits and learn  
about mechanical systems, motion systems, motor  
controls, transmissions, sensors, autonomous 
behavior, and arms/manipulators to move objects.   
Students will work as individuals and as teams to 
complete various tasks and design challenges.   
Students will be given a problem and be asked to go 
through the design process towards an end result.  
This course is ideal for any student considering a 
career in engineering, robotics, programming, or 
manufacturing. 
 
 

Open to students in grades 11-12.  Prerequisites: none. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO 

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 
704         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 3  
 
This course will introduce students to residential 
house construction while continuing to build on the 
skills and techniques learned in Wood Technology 1.  
Students will design and construct increasingly 
complex wood projects for individual use.  Students 
may also contribute to the Stafford High School 
community by constructing various projects for use 
around the school.  Building design and construction 
will be studied throughout the class including the use 
of building codes, site preparation, material selection, 
framing, and finishing techniques.  Students will be 
eligible to take a pre-apprentice carpenter or a level 1 
semi skilled carpenter exam upon successful 
completion of the course.  Active participation, 
positive attitude, and daily cleanup are required. A 
$10 shop fee for basic materials will be required for all 
students.  Any materials above and beyond what the 
shop fee covers will be the responsibility of the 
student.  
 
    
 Open to students in grades 10-12.  Prerequisites: 
Wood Technology 1 and permission of instructor. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&biw=1024&bih=571&noj=1&tbm=isch&tbnid=S5kTmMu7CSObmM:&imgrefurl=http://socialmediamouth.com/?page_id=198&docid=HrxRAddhts4vEM&imgurl=http://socialmediamouth.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Video-Reel-and-Film-Canister.jpg&w=2218&h=2216&ei=sjcBUfT9AqWS0QGg1oCADw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=100&vpy=192&dur=2422&hovh=224&hovw=225&tx=119&ty=144&sig=106355357122524272604&page=2&tbnh=149&tbnw=131&start=16&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:35,s:0,i:196
http://www.google.com/imgres?start=110&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&biw=1024&bih=571&noj=1&tbm=isch&tbnid=bKsAkGfd0E3aqM:&imgrefurl=http://proietto.com/painting/services/carpentry-wood-repair/&docid=BrFOEw5XlXLShM&imgurl=http://proietto.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/carpenter-woodworking-tools.jpg&w=630&h=300&ei=WjkBUdquG-aJ0QGN6oBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=222&vpy=186&dur=1577&hovh=155&hovw=326&tx=160&ty=103&sig=106355357122524272604&page=6&tbnh=122&tbnw=244&ndsp=22&ved=1t:429,r:23,s:100,i:73
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METAL TECHNOLOGY I 
751         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
This first year course in beginning metals is designed 
for the student who has never had a course in metals. 
The course involves developing safe work habits using 
various hand tools, hand-operated equipment, and 
other hand related processes that are used in the 
fabrication of sheet metal projects. The student will 
learn how to use basic measuring tools, basic layout 
procedures, and pattern making that is used for sheet 
metal bending and forming. Fastening concepts using 
various forms of hardware, soldering, brazing, spot 
welding, and MIG welding used in sheet metal work 
will also be covered. A $10 shop fee for basic materials 
will be required for all students.  Any materials above 
and beyond what the shop fee covers will be the 
responsibility of the student.  
  
 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: none. 
Taking CAD I at the same time is recommended. 
 
 

 
 
 

METAL TECHNOLOGY II 
752         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
The second year course in metals is designed to give 
the student an opportunity to identify and use  
machinist hand tools and develop a better 
understanding of blueprint reading and layout 
procedures of a project.   The student will learn how 
to use the various machines that machinists use every 
day in the fabrication of metal products.  The 
emphasis is placed on developing individual skills in  
 

 
metal machining, metal product development, and 
fastening methods that are required to complete 
various fabricated parts.  Active participation, positive 
attitude, and daily cleanup are required. A $10 shop 
fee for basic materials will be required for all students.  
Any materials above and beyond what the shop fee 
covers will be the responsibility of the student.  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12.  Prerequisites: 
Metal Technology 1 and permission of instructor. 

 
 

WELDING TECHNOLOGY 
762         CREDIT: 0.50 

LEVEL: 3  
 
This course is designed to introduce the student to the 
basic introductory concepts of safe welding practices.  
Skill development will depend on each student’s 
individual practice.  The types of welding to be 
explained and practiced safely will be gas welding, arc 
welding, spot welding, MIG welding, and TIG welding.  
The students in this course must pass required safety 
tests and other set-up procedure tests and practice 
safe work habits each time they use the equipment.  
The students must wear appropriate clothing each day 
throughout the course to protect their bodies.   
Active participation, positive attitude, and daily 
cleanup are required. A $10 shop fee for basic 
materials will be required for all students.  Any 
materials above and beyond what the shop fee covers 
will be the responsibility of the student.  
 
Open to students in grades 10-12.  Prerequisites:  
Metal I. 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&biw=1024&bih=571&noj=1&tbm=isch&tbnid=1jU3GkFz-vNbrM:&imgrefurl=http://www.advmetalpros.com/&docid=_11BNJSwWRNyyM&imgurl=http://www.advmetalpros.com/images/precision_sheet_metal_fabrication.jpg&w=146&h=131&ei=pzwBUdSfBMXj0QGc4YDwCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=98&vpy=250&dur=656&hovh=104&hovw=116&tx=125&ty=67&sig=106355357122524272604&page=4&tbnh=104&tbnw=106&start=56&ndsp=22&ved=1t:429,r:57,s:0,i:260
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
 
As a result of world language education in grades 9-12, students will: communicate in at least one language other 
than English; gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures; make connections with other areas of study and 
acquire information; understand the nature of language and cultures through comparisons; and participate in 
multicultural communities within a variety of contexts.  World language department courses address the following 
student expectations: A1, A2; C1; S 1. 
 
 

FRENCH I 
510         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
This is an introduction to spoken French, through the 
use of tapes, oral classroom drills, short speeches, and 
skits as well as an introduction to basic written French, 
through written workbook exercises, classroom drills, 
dictation, and short compositions. French culture and 
customs are introduced. On completion of the course, 
students should be able to a hold a limited 
conversation, give a short speech, write a short 
composition, and read simple prose. The student 
should earn a grade of 70 to continue to French II. 
Some short selections are read.  
 
Open to students in grades 9-11. Prerequisites: none. 
 
 

FRENCH II 
520         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
This class is a review of French I skills while continuing 
on to more complex grammar. Oral skills are further 
perfected through short speeches, oral classroom 
exercises, dictation, longer compositions, and letters. 
There will be continued study of French and 
Francophonic culture and civilization. Students will be 
expected to practice new lessons and vocabulary 
along with previously mastered material through 
conversation, skits, songs, speeches, and written 
assignments. Students will read short stories. Songs 
and poems are used to reinforce grammar and 
pronunciation.  
 
Open to students in grades 9-12, who have completed 
French I with at least a 70 average.  
 

 

FRENCH III 
530         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 
In French III, more advanced grammar is taught. 
Students create and perform skits as well as 
continuing with other classroom drills. Stories are 
intertwined with cultural and integrated units. Current 
French topics are discussed as well. Songs and poems 
are used to reinforce grammar and pronunciation. 
Classroom discussions, oral reports, and compositions 
are all included. Feature length films for the study of 
the occupation of France in World War II are a major 
part of the last quarter. 
 
Open to students in grades 10, 11 and 12. Prerequisite: 
French II. 
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FRENCH IV 
540         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4 
 
A central focus of this course is on French literature 
and film. Stories, plays, and poems will be studied in 
thematic units. Literature circles, where students 
analyze together in groups, will be utilized. Finer 
points of grammar will be studied. Recordings and 
video presentations by native speakers will be used to 
further increase students' aural comprehension. 
Current events and daily life events will be used, 
including oral reports and summaries to further in-
crease oral proficiency. Grammar is reviewed and 
elaborated upon, as needed.  
 
Open to students in grades 11 and 12 by teacher 
recommendation. 
 

FRENCH V  
UCONN EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE 

545        CREDIT: 1.00
 LEVEL: 5  

 
French V (not offered every year) is taught as a history 
of French literature and culture through the centuries 
that includes the history of France, corresponding 
scientific discoveries, music, and art works, while 
following themes of societal changes, religion, 
economics, and the role of women. Field trips are 
incorporated when appropriate. Two texts are used 
for literary and historical selections: Moments 
Litteraires (a college text) and Tresors du Temps. 
Grammar is only taught incidentally at this level. A 
variety of methods are utilized: lecture, student-
teacher question and answer interaction, group work, 
pair work, and students’ oral presentations and re-
enactment. Many exercises of comprehension and 
"perception" are in the text that will often be used in 
conjunction with the methods stated above. Power 
Point, CDs, and DVDs are used where appropriate. 
Testing will include oral presentations, analysis 
through written essays, and objective instruments. A 
five-page paper is required by the University of 
Connecticut and will be worked on in stages 
throughout the second semester.  Six UConn college 
credits will be awarded. 
 
Open to students in grade 11 and 12 by teacher 
recommendation. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SPANISH I 
550         CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 

Initial instruction emphasizes correct pronunciation of 
the language, basic vocabulary, essential grammar 
concepts, and study skills. On completion of the 
course, students should be able to hold a limited 
conversation, give a short speech, write a short 
composition, and read simple prose. Students are 
introduced to Spanish customs and culture. A student 
who does not achieve at least a 70 in this course is 
advised not to take Spanish II. 
 
Open to students in grades 9-12. Prerequisites: none.  

 

 
SPANISH II 

560         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 4  

 

Students continue developing skills in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. Short stories and 
selections from other forms of literature will serve as 
a basis for oral and written practice. Study of grammar 
will include past and future tenses, object pronouns, 
and idioms. Students will be expected to practice new 
lessons and vocabulary along with previously 
mastered material through conversation, skits, songs, 
speeches, and written assignments. 

 
Open to students in grades 9-12, who have completed 
Spanish I with at least a 70 average.  
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SPANISH III 

570         CREDIT: 1.00 
LEVEL: 4  

 
 

Spanish III is open to all students who have 
successfully completed Spanish I and Spanish II. 
Spanish III will continue to develop audio-lingual skills 
with greater emphasis on conversation in the foreign 
language. The amount of reading and writing will 
increase considerably. Vocabulary will be emphasized, 
and the coverage of basic grammar will be completed. 
Students will be required to make oral presentations. 
All written work will be completed in Spanish.  
 
Open to students in grades 10, 11, and 12. 
Prerequisites: Spanish II.  
 

 

SPANISH IV 
580        CREDIT: 1.00 

LEVEL: 4  
 

 

Spanish IV students will be expected to work more 
independently than they have in their previous years 
of language study. Students will read together, 
translate, and discuss short stories, essays, and plays 
by noted Spanish and Latin American authors.  
Conversation will be conducted in Spanish, and 
students will make occasional oral presentations to 
the class. Recordings and video presentations by 
native speakers will be used further to increase the 
students’ aural comprehension. There will be a 
general review of grammar and idioms.  
 
 
 
 
 

Open to students in grades 11 and 12. Prerequisites: 
Spanish II and recommendation of teacher. 

 
 

SPANISH V: PERSPECTIVES ON LATIN AMERICA 
UCONN EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE 

590        CREDIT: 1.00  
WEIGHT: 1.1 

 
 

In this multi-cultural world, language study is very 
important.  Enroll in Spanish V and increase your oral 
and written proficiency in Spanish through the study 
of both history and literature.  This will be a 
multidisciplinary course including geography, 
indigenous peoples, colonization, and nation  
 
 

 
 
formation.   Society, politics, economy, and culture of 
contemporary Latin America and its place in today’s  
world will also be studied.  Three UConn college 
credits will be awarded. 
 
Open to students in grade 12 as recommended by their 
present teacher. 
 
 



   

45 
 

 


